




Hello from your new Editors ... 
We are excited to be taking on the Cloverleaf magazine.
A huge thank you to Lesley for compiling it for so many years and
for being so helpful in her handing over of the reins. 
If you have any suggestions or ideas they would be very welcome.
One addition we have made is the Directory at the back. Hopefully
when you pick up the Cloverleaf to find a phone number it will save
you having to flick through the whole mag! Please do remember to
tell advertisers that you saw their ad in the Cloverleaf.
We also welcome a new wildlife column from Colin Ryall which we
hope you will enjoy; thanks Colin!
A highlight coming up very soon is the switching on of the
Christmas Tree Lights on December 2nd. Please see following
pages for more details. We look forward to seeing you there!
 

Sue and Chrissie

.... and goodbye from Lesley
A parting note…                             
Moving to Yorkshire to live nearer to my daughter was not an easy
decision. Apart from leaving friends and a community I had grown
to love, I also had to depart from my role as the editor of Cloverleaf
and as wardrobe mistress of Cloverleaf Productions! Happily, I have
managed to do both with the minimum of disruption. 
Chrissie O’Neal and Sue Millington have taken over the community
magazine and Helen Rose is now Panto costume supremo. 
Both of my Cloverleaf roles over the past 20+ years have given me a
lot of pleasure and, especially in the last couple of years, a sense of
purpose. I will miss doing both ‘jobs’, but I will also relish being able
to see the UK part of my family without a 5 hour drive! (son lives in
Hong Kong and that’s a 13 hour flight!)
So, a huge thank you to all who have contributed to Cloverleaf over
the years by writing articles, organising distributors and delivering
magazines - and a special thanks to the parishes for the
unexpected Garden Gift Token, which will soon be put to good use. 
Lesley Cole



To thank Lesley Cole for 20 years of work compiling the really helpful
Cloverleaf Magazine, a garden voucher was presented to her at a
recent get together of the Cloverleaf distributors. This was on behalf of
the Parish Council and all the residents and groups in the Parish. We
all will miss her and wish her well in her new venture. Thanks to Sue
and Chrissie who have volunteered to take on the editorial and
compilation of the Cloverleaf magazine for the future.

The recent Storm Ciaran luckily passed with few incidents in the Parish,
compared with other communities. Our Flood Resilience Team is  
putting the final information notices together before launching a
Public Meeting in the Village Hall. The meeting originally arranged for
Friday 8th December has been postponed until Friday 26th January.  
Everyone is very welcome, regardless of whether you have been
subjected to any flooding problem, as all types of possible resilience
will be covered (e.g. - the recent Covid restrictions and how everyone
was affected.) 

At the recent Somerset Prepared meeting Rob Grimmond, Chairman
of the Resilience Group, accepted an award on behalf of Rev. Deborah
Perreau for all her extra work keeping residents informed and helping
with as much information as possible.

It has been very noticeable lately that some vehicles are being parked
in places that make it almost impossible for emergency or even slightly
larger vehicles to be able to get through. Please be considerate – they
may even be trying to get to you in an emergency.

The Victorian lamp-post, seats on The Lawns, the slide etc. have all
recently been painted. Thanks to Craig and also Alex who recently
repainted the telephone box. Thanks also to Evie and Mick for
supplying the plants on The Green and looking after them all summer.  
They certainly cheered up the area. A new goal-post will be purchased
for The Lawns as one of the current ones has a part missing. 

Combe St Nicholas Parish Council 



Parish Council, contd/...
The weather has had an impact on the of growth of hedges etc. If
yours is close to the highway please ensure it is cut back and any
trimmings cleared away. If any leaves etc. are covering the drains near
you and it is safe to do so, please help future flooding problems by
keeping those drains clear. 

Now the darker evenings are here please consider – can you (or your
dog/s) be seen by motorists? Please wear bright clothes if possible,
fluorescent strips/jackets, carry a torch so that you can see (and to
clear up after your dog!!) and use fluorescent coats/collars for any
dogs/horses too. Keep safe.

A request for cricket nets has been made, and although too late for
this year, prices and sites (Combe Wood Recreational Field) will be
considered. It would also be helpful if residents would let us know if
they support this request.  

The next Parish Council meeting is on Monday 22nd January 2024.  
There is no Parish Council meeting in December.
 

Anne Hunt, Parish Clerk      01460 61296
combestnicholaspc@gmail.com       www.combestnicholas.org.uk 

The switch-on of the lights on the
Christmas Tree on The Green will
take place on Saturday 2nd
December at 6pm. Chard Concert
Brass will accompany the carols,
and mince pies, mulled wine or hot
chocolate will be available. 
If possible please bring your own
cup for the drinks, and for your
safety, wear something fluorescent
or light as vehicles will still be going
past. Thanks in advance to
everyone who is helping with this
project.      Combe Community Group



 07894 032119                                                       
paul.1467@icloud.com

QUALITY, PROFESSIONAL CRAFTSMAN
TRUSTWORTHY & RELIABLE
ALL TYPES OF HOME MAINTENANCE

 

               Tiling
               Plumbing - pipework, leaks,  tap replacement etc
               Wood & laminate flooring
               Kitchen & bathroom fitting

Paul MaplePaul Maple
Local Kitchen/Bathroom Fitter & All Round Handyman 

25 years experience

References available - DBS checked - Fair prices & Excellent Service Guaranteed 



Combe Resilience Plan

In November, last year we held a meeting in the Village Hall to set out
the benefits of planning ahead. We discussed how the community
would cope in an emergency and invited people to set out their
concerns and provide assistance where appropriate. There are real
threats; don’t forget the flooding in June 2021.

We had intended to launch the Plan to the public early in December.
There are, however, still a few issues that we need to resolve, so we
think it makes sense to cancel the meeting on 8th December. We will
now launch the Plan on Friday 26th January, at a public meeting in the
village hall at 7.30 p.m. The meeting will give us the opportunity to set
out and discuss how community resilience, and the Plan, will work.

We would still welcome more volunteers, especially those who are
prepared to help circulate information in an emergency situation. If
you think you could help,  please email or telephone me as below.

There will be reminders on posters and Facebook.

Rob Grimmond
Tel: 01460 261234    email: combe.resilience@gmail.com

The Village Hall 
 

Just two dates for your diaries this month as we have no 
other news! 

Monday 11th December -  Sax 22 will present a 

Sounds of Christmas Music 
concert in the hall, starting at 7.30pm. Tickets £8 from 
the village shop, including mince pies and mulled wine; 
bring your own picnic too if you want. Do come and join us 
for a lovely Christmassy evening. All profits will go to the roof fund.

A long way ahead, but we plan to repeat our very successful 
Open Gardens event on Sunday 2nd June next year. 
More on that in due course!                             
                                                                                 Village Hall Committee



Underway Meade  
The weather has remained mild this autumn and it has been quiet in
the Meade although the vegetation has continued to grow.
Unfortunately, the first storm of the season decided to arrive on the
day the Neroche Woodland volunteers were due to come and help us
with various tasks, so the visit was postponed until the New Year. A
community volunteer day was arranged for November 26th, and so
hopefully this will have gone ahead by the time you read this issue.
As usual, the sheep did a great job of clearing the mound, but by the
end of October they decided that the world looked greener on the
other side of the fence and made a bid for freedom! After persuading
them to return with sheep nuts and cajoling it was decided that it was
time for them to return home. It is always sad to see them go but
better than them getting lost, and chasing them up and down the
mound is no easy feat! Thanks to Nell and her sheepdog for rounding
them up and into their trailer and to Paula and Chris for allowing
them to come down in the first place.

Winter jobs dates, including pond maintenance, will be announced in
due course. The concerns over the clearance last time certainly don’t
seem justifiable in view of the increased growth of reeds that have
taken over this year! 
Sarah Packham has sadly decided to step down as a Trustee. 
Sarah was the person responsible for the idea of having the popular
Wild Play area and the use of the Meade by families has increased
hugely as a result. 



Underway Meade, contd/...

She will be missed but I hope other volunteers will ensure that the
Wild Play area continues to be maintained for the enjoyment of all. 
                                                 Thanks Sarah 

Three requests: 
Please take your bottles and cans home rather than putting them
in the Meade’s rubbish bin, as we have to go through it to fish
them out for recycling, which isn’t a very nice job. 
Also, no more tyres please! It’s kind of you to think of us, but we
have enough, and we have to take them to the tip and pay for
their disposal. 
What we would like is more chippings (not prickly ones though,
because of little paws!). Give me a ring if you have any and I will
arrange access.

If you enjoy visiting the Meade, whether it be for walking your dog,
bringing the children or grandchildren to play or just to find some
peace and quiet, then do consider becoming a Friend of the Meade. We
rely on donations to keep the site maintained and to cover insurance
costs, which, as with everything else, are increasing every year. 
Forms are available from the Symes entrance or online at
https://combestnicholas.org.uk/underway-meade/ and scrolling to
‘How to get involved’ and downloading a form. If you would like to
consider becoming a Trustee, then please contact me for more
information.
Lynn Osborne, Chair, Combe St. Nicholas Parochial Trust. 
Tel: 01460 62015 Email: lynnosborne99@gmail.com



Doggy playdays or holidays-at-home. Forest and
beach walks, plus a secure 2.5 acre paddock on site.

Based in Combe St. Nicholas. References available.
Prices from just £15

lornadogzpal@gmail.com



Dear Community Members, at Combe Critters Baby & Toddler Group we
are committed to the idea that outdoor play is essential for the growth and
development of the youngest members of our community. For years we’ve
provided a safe and natural learning environment where children can
explore, learn and thrive.
Our outdoor equipment has served us well, but it’s time for a refresh to
maintain an inviting space. Join us in this mission to offer them the best
outdoor experience possible.

Your contribution, no matter the size, makes outdoor play more magical,
bringing smiles and cherishes memories to the children. 
For updates and to learn a little more about our group, follow us on social
media. Thank you for helping our children thrive in the great outdoors! 

Combe  
CRITTERS

You can donate now:
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/
Combe-Critters?utm_term=EWdZP35E4
or scan the QR code on the right

INSTAGRAM  
@combe.critters

FACEBOOK
Combe Critters Baby & Toddlers



Wildlife in Your Garden with Colin Ryall

The idea behind this article is to highlight what you can do to
encourage and support wildlife in your garden at this time of year
and what wildlife to look out for in the garden. Autumn and winter
are of course quieter for wildlife but there is still plenty to see and it’s
the best time for creating and managing ponds, hedges, wildflower
meadows, nectar garden, planting trees and shrubs etc.

What to look out for
Five species of thrush could possibly be in our gardens now. As the
glut of wild berries comes to an end our Blackbirds are returning,
numbers swollen by those from colder parts of UK plus migrants from
abroad. If you have a berry bush, Song and Mistle Thrushes, and
migrant Redwings and Fieldfares may also turn up. Other birds
commoner in winter include Siskins, Lesser Redpolls and Bramblings.
On warm sunny days you might see one of the butterfly species which
overwinter as adults eg. Red Admirals, Small Tortoiseshells or
Peacocks, and perhaps big Buff-tailed Bumblebee queens may be
active. Various species of moth are active during winter, names often
give this away: November Moth, Winter Moth, December Moth. 
There are plenty of grassland fungi out now too, some Waxcaps are
vividly coloured. Flowers may also be seen; Butterbur, White Dead
Nettle, Snowdrops and Red Campion often gives a late flush. 

Winter Blackbirds



Wildlife in your garden, contd/...

Things to do  
Rake leaves off a wildflower meadow where low nutrients is the secret to
getting more flowers and less dominant grass. Move them to other areas
where worm-rich lawn is great for birds and other animals to feed.
Mounding leaves to rot in damp corners provides shelter for all sorts.
Think of fallen leaves as a resource not a nuisance that needs to be
disposed of; move them to places where they’ll be beneficial. 

It’s worth mentioning Yellow Rattle at this point. As a hemi-parasite of
some grasses; it doesn’t kill the grass but reduces its vigour until the rattle
seeds and dies down in July and August. That gives other flower species a
chance to get going in spring and summer. If you want to introduce Yellow
Rattle and other meadow flowers, NOW is the time to sow them so that
the seeds get chilled by the frost. 
Because plants and some wildlife are dormant at this season, winter is the
best time for jobs around the garden for wildlife: pond
creation/maintenance, planting berry bushes and hedges, dead-hedging.
On the other hand, leave “tidying up” borders, hedge cutting, picking up
windfall apples until late winter so birds can feed, mammals and insects
may be sheltering in the dead plant material.
If you feed the birds, now is the time to be feeding fats to help youngsters
particularly to get through the cold spells.  

Brambling

Mistle Thrush

Wildlife Plant of the Month – IVY is much maligned but is a
wonderful resource for wildlife. It produces autumn nectar, a
boon to late butterflies, bees and other insects, early black
berries for birds particularly loved by Blackcaps, their leaves
are food for caterpillars of Holly Blue and various moths, and
dense evergreen cover where Wrens can find spiders even in
mid winter.                                                               Colin Ryall



Come in and have a
look around at our
Christmas Trees
and Wreaths

South Somerset’s independent,
environmentally friendly, oven 

cleaning service.

No fumes, no fuss, just a super shiny
oven that looks as good as new.

£55 for a single oven, £70 for a 
double. Hobs & extractors from £10.

See ovenspa.com or 
call Mick George on:

07843 99 88 96



Combe Art Group
In September we resumed our weekly meetings in the village hall with a
flourishing membership.
The Group was founded in 2003 by Peter Tucker. In 2018 
David Selley took on the running of it but now is to step down 
and the tasks he undertook will be carried out by other 
members. We would like to thank David for all that he has done. 
Under his leadership the Group has maintained its friendly and 
inclusive atmosphere. We are delighted that David will continue 
to be a member. Ian Whitehead has always supported David 
and anyone arriving early on a Friday would find him setting up 
the tables and chairs in readiness. Ian has also provided the 
programmes of lively topics which have kept us busy painting 
throughout the year. We thank Ian for his hard work and are pleased that
he, too, remains a member. Many thanks also to Gerry, Sarah and Rhian
who have stepped up to keep the Group ongoing.

Although our membership is in a good state we continue to welcome
newcomers. We return to the village hall on Friday, 12 January 2024. 

                 David Selley        Tel: 61527   email: davidselley6@gmail.com 
                 Audrey Ketcher Tel: 261628 email: audiek18@gmail.com

VILLAGE HALL FILM SHOW 2024 

January 5th     The Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold Fry
                            Jim Broadbent & Penelope Wilton
February 2nd  Saving Grace - Brenda Blethyn and Craig Ferguson
March 1st        Castles In The Sky - Eddy Izzard, Robert Watson-Watt, 
                           Alex Jennings, Henry Tizard
April 5th          The Secret Agent 
                           Toby Jones, Vicky McClure, Stephen Graham & Ian Hart.
May 3rd            My Grandparents War
                           Kristen Scott Thomas, Mark Rylance, Helena Bonham Carter
June 7th           Six Minutes to Midnight
                              Judi Dench, Jim Broadbent, James D'Arcy, Eddie Izzard, Carla Juri

All welcome, no need to buy a ticket, just make a donation when you 
come in. Doors open at 6:30pm and the film show starts at 7pm.

 
Why not ask to join our mailing list at csnvillagehall@hotmail.com 



The Potting Shed Cafe
Open daily for all things nice 

COME IN NOW AND SEE OUR
LOVELY CHRISTMAS DISPLAY 

Plenty of Decorations & Gift ideas
 

Fresh Christmas Trees & Poinsettias
 

Handmade fresh Christmas Wreaths
Your friendly Local Garden

Centre that just keeps growing
Chard Garden Centre

Cuttiford’s Door, Chard
01460 63088



Zembard
Continuing to build on the
success of over eight years, the
Zembard Singers are proud to
present  a mix of festive music
old and new, accompanied and 
a capella, and even a world
premiere!
Please come along for a jolly
evening of festive music, fun and
light refreshments. 

zembardsingers@gmail.com
The choir meets at Holyrood
Academy, Chard on Wednesdays
7.30–9.30pm in term time. 

Our Spring term begins on
Wednesday 10th January 2024

mailto:zembardsingers@gmail.com


When you
contact a
business,

please tell
them that 

you saw their
advert in the

        Cloverleaf



On October 7th a small group of members took part in Ilminster Carnival, collecting
money to support the carnival and we were able to advertise ourselves by carrying our
club banner. Along with this 25% of what our great team collected will get sent back to
us to go towards our donation to our chosen charity at the end of the YFC year.
Following our amazing donation to last year’s charity (Hospiscare) we took time at one
of our meetings to discuss and decide a charity for this year. After many considerations
we have chosen ‘Yellow Wellies’ “an independent registered charity working throughout the
UK to address the attitudes and behaviours to risk-taking and poor mental health in the next
generation of farmers (under 40yrs)”.  We plan to organise many events with the proceeds
of these going towards our final donation at the end of the year. If you wish to find out
more about this years chosen charity visit their website : yellowwellies.org 

Towards the end of October at our fortnightly Monday meeting, we enjoyed getting in
the halloween spirit with pumpkin carving and getting creative with floral arrangements
in pumpkins (Thanks to Sarah Broom floristry for your support).

Recently we have had a delivery of our blue club jumpers, keep your eye out for us
wearing them while out and about. Here are some members showing them off. 

                                                                                                                      

DEVON 
Federation

WeGrowFutures

many of those who attended return and sign up to be members of Yarcombe Young
Farmers. If you are interested in joining us please contact: Natalie 07775 591324 

Yarcombe & District Young Farmers’ Club
The autumn and winter months are always busy for young farmers with
social events, sports and attending meetings. The new team of officers
are confidently settling into their new roles and making lots of exciting
plans and ideas for the group to enjoy, working together to involve all of
our members. Since our successful new members meeting we have had 

To finish off October, a mixed team of
members played volleyball. Well done
to those who tried their best in
matches against other Devon groups.
Also a few representatives joined
other East Devon group members at
Exeter cathedral to take

part in the pillar decorating, using seasonal vegetables, floral displays and other harvest
time items. A great time was had by all and well done to the East Devon team for coming
3rd. Finally, members dressed to impress when attending Crealy ball where everyone
had a throughly great time in the large soft play area and on the dance floor. 

Don't forget: Whist Drive at Yarcombe Village Hall on 12th
January 2024. To find out more contact Natalie 07775 591324.



We’re inviting you to join us in
making a difference for children in
conflict zones around the world.
This is as important now as it ever
has been. 
We're reaching out for people to
donate cakes/bakes and raffle
prizes! So if you (or someone you
know) can do so please do see the
images for information or send
me a message! Sharing this will
also be a huge support.

https://www.justgiving.com/
page/war-child-csn2023

For more information call
Deborah on 07879698920

Or email Simon at
simongoode@live.co.uk

Please will you
come and join us? 

Certified as Ready to Burn with a
moisture content of 20% or less

Loads of Logs

Seasoned dry wood ready to burn
Trailer and bucket loads delivered (locally) to you
Bags of kindling 7 firewood available now 
Active replanting programme
Active management of woods to promote biodiversity 

LOCAL SUSTAINABLE FIREWOOD LOGS
GENERATED FROM FELLINGS & 
THINNINGS FROM THE COTLEY ESTATE

Please ring Tom on 01460 239390

https://www.justgiving.com/page/war-child-csn2023
https://www.justgiving.com/page/war-child-csn2023
mailto:simongoode@live.co.uk


Fri 1

Sat 2
Mon 4

Wed 6
Fri 8

Sat 9

Mon 11
Wed 13

Thu 14
Fri 15

Mon 18

Wed 20
Fri 22
Thu 28
Sat 30

Thu 4
Fri 5
Sat 6
Mon 8

Fri 12

Sat 13
Mon 15

Thu 18
Fri 19
Mon 22 

Fri 26

Sun 28

10.30 - 1pm
2 - 4.30pm
6.30 for 7pm
6pm
10.30 - 12pm
1.30 - 4.30pm
7 - 9.30pm
10.00 - 1pm
2 - 4.30pm
4 - 5pm
7.30pm
10 - 12.30noon
7.30pm
7.30pm
7 - 9.30pm
7.30pm
6.30 - 10.30pm
10.00 - 1pm
2 - 4.30pm
10.30 - 12noon
7.00pm
7 - 9.30pm
2 - 4.30pm
6.30 - 10.30pm
10 - 11am

6.30 - 10.30pm
6.30 for 7pm
2-4pm
10.30 - 12noon
1.30 - 4.30pm
10.00 - 1pm
4 - 5pm
10 - 12noon
1.30 - 4.30pm
7.30pm
6.30 - 10.30pm
10.00 - 1pm
10.30 - 12noon
7.30pm
10.00 - 1pm
7.30pm
12 - 2pm

Art Group Village Hall  (VH)
Short Mat Bowls  VH
Film Night  VH
Christmas Tree Lights Switch On 
World Circle Dance  VH
Short Mat Bowls  VH
Short Mat Bowls  VH
Art Group  VH
Short Mat Bowls
Lego & Duplo Club in the Methodist Church
CLOKS Production in Church
War Child Fundraiser  VH
CLOKS Production in Church
SAX 22 Concert  VH
Short Mat Bowls  VH
ZEMBARD SINGERS Concert in Church
Folk Dance Club  VH
Art Group  VH
Short Mat Bowls
World Circle Dance  VH
*Combe Community Group Xmas Dinner  VH  
Short Mat Bowls  VH
Short Mat Bowls  VH
Folk Dance Club  VH 
*Lego & Duplo Club in Methodist Church

Folk Dance Club  VH
Film Night  VH
Wadeford Charity Book Sale  VH
World Circle Dance  VH
Short Mat Bowls  VH
Art Group  VH
Lego & Duplo Club in the Methodist Church 
St Nicholas Coffee Morning in Church
Short Mat Bowls  VH
Combe Community Group  VH
Folk Dance Club  VH
Art Group  VH
World Circle Dance  VH
Parish Council Meeting  VH
Art Group  VH 
Combe Resilience Plan Launch Meeting  VH 
Country Fare Lunches  VH

D
i
a
r
y

DECEMBER

*Provisional date
JANUARY

*Look out for posters



Photos and more info: 

 smithyend@mail.com
 07919 075283

www.smithyend.com

Smithy End                           
is a self-contained Holiday

Cottage in Combe St Nicholas 

WANTED

YOUR CAR OR VAN

COMBE VILLAGE CARS
BUYERS & SUPPLIERS OF QUALITY VEHICLES

Martin - 07515 896095
martin@combevillagecars.co.uk

Before you part exchange
or sell your car why not

give me a call for a price?





07814 594 421

All types of chimneys and flues swept
OFTEC registered stove installer

Certificates issued
Creosote removal treatment service 

Maintenance/Service work completed
CCTV inspections

Birds nests removed
Cowl supplied & fitted 

www.taylorsweeps.co.uk
achimneysweep@mail.com



Paving    Fencing    Decking
Walling   Turfing

Grass Cutting   Hedge Cutting

 

D. ELWOOD
Landscaping & Garden Maintenance 

For all enquiries please contact
07849 790519 

Packham Thatchers has over 40 years
experience and a thatching family
heritage. We are highly regarded by our
local clients for our traditional thatching
services and our homegrown wheat
straw thatch. 
Based in Combe St Nicholas.
Members of the SMTA and the 
Straw Growers Association



Tower Captain Retires 
 

Denis Rockett has recently stepped down after 30 years as Wambrook
Bell Tower Captain. 
Friends and colleagues joined him for coffee and cake, where he was
presented with an engraved hand bell.  
The Rev Georgina Vye thanked Denis and conferred on him Tower
Captain Emeritus, presenting him with an original framed drawing of The
Church of St Mary the Virgin, Wambrook. 
Denis attended Wambrook school 
and was only 12 years old when he 
began to learn bell ringing under 
Stanley Huish. After 3 months he 
was proficient enough to ring 
regularly for church services.  
His father served as church warden
for 20 years and Denis remembers 
him lifting the aisle grate to light the 
boiler under the floor to provide heat, 
sometimes resulting in a church full 
of smoke!
Denis left school at 15; he would get 
up at 5am to help his father milk 30 
cows then go to his building job until
5pm then milk the cows again.  
Denis became tower captain in 1994 
and has taught many people the art 
of bell ringing. He has rung the bells 
of Crewkerne, Buckland St Mary, 
Ashill, Broadway, Combe St Nicholas
and Whitestaunton.
Denis raises beef cattle on his 95 
acres in Wambrook and grows a 
Miscanthus grass crop which is used 
for bio energy production. 
He is secretary of the vintage tractor club, raising funds for Air Ambulance
& Cancer Research. Congratulations Denis!                              Sue Logan 



An Independent Family Owned Business
Associated with Local Funerals

for over 130 years
PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 

Proprietor: Deirdre E. Cargen

Tel : 01460 66909      
Email : bishops.funeralservices@btconnect.com

CILLERHAYES, OLD TOWN, CHARD, SOMERSET   TA20 2AS



Period
2023
Actual

2022
Actual

10 Yr Ave
2003-2012

10 Yr Ave
2013-2022 

September 106 46 54 69

October 101 59 127 132

Jan - August 683 413 655 702

TOTAL 890 518 836 903

Weather Watch  -  local rainfall report 

All measurements in millimetres   25mm = 1”    45 gallons/sq yard

September was considerably wetter than either of the 10 year
averages, with significant rainfall in the latter half of the month.
October‘s rainfall was below the averages but the storms had an
effect, again, in the latter part of the month. 

COMBE COMMUNITY GROUP

We have had some very good speakers/meetings during our first
year, and good turn outs too. Do come along.
On Monday 18th December Our Christmas Dinner will be held in the
Village Hall, thanks to Heather (of Country Fare Catering). 
We will meet slightly earlier sitting down at 7pm. 
The menu will be available at our 20th November meeting, or ring Lynn
Osborne (62015) or Anne Hunt (61296) if you haven’t booked yet.

On Monday 15th January, Malcolm Smith, who lives in Combe, will
be sharing his knowledge etc. about 'Night Skies’. 

Everyone very welcome to all meetings. 7.30pm in the Village Hall 
£3 entry including refreshments.





A Moment in Time with John Phillips
The census of 1841 records that a well digger John Truscott lived in
Combe. He was not recorded in the 1851 census when if alive he
would have been 70 years old. In the intervening 10 years dozens of
families had left our parishes for the city or foreign lands so demand
for new wells much reduced. Digging a well was an expensive and
skilled operation. One dug in another county cost £112 in 1895. That
sum could have bought 2 small cottages by the Green in Combe at
that date. The wage of a day labourer being 75p for a 72-hour week.  
The services of a water diviner were invariably required and good
ones could not only indicate the depth at which the water source lay
but also its abundance. All done with a forked hazel twig held gently
in the hands.  Remarkable! As late as 1926 the services of the water
diviner John Smith were called upon by the borough surveyor Mr. P H
Webb to help solve “Chard’s water crisis”. £9,000 had previously been
spent on drilling a large number of un-productive bore holes.  
To be continued…….  Merry Christmas everyone.



Quick, Clean and Professional Service

All Aspects Undertaken
       

           Find us on Facebook
 



Cloverleaf Parishes Information
CLERGY

Revd Georgina Vye - Associate Vicar
The Vicarage, 57 Caraway Close, Chard. TA20 1HP
01460 66159  -  07950 989916  -  g.vye@btinternet.com

CHURCHWARDENS

St Nicholas                               Penny Croucher  -  07780 081081 
                                                              Keda Horn  -  07867 300795
St Mary’s, Wambrook          Graeme Pidgeon  -  07807 284738
                                                     www.wambrookparishchurch.com
St Andrew’s, Whitestaunton   Jane Harris (PCC Sec)  -  239113
 
Combe St Nicholas Methodist Church 
Services: 10.30am fortnightly - as per notice board on railings
Steward: Arnold Coleman  -  64892
 

Excerpts from the Churchwardens’ Report
In October the Parish celebrated Harvest; the produce from the School
Harvest Festival and from the Parish Church Service went to support the
Lord’s Larder which helps local people in need. 
Also, the Parish Church and the Methodist Church organised a Harvest
Supper in the Village Hall which was well attended.
We are still having to fund raise to repair the holes in our ceiling. Our
vision is to use insulating boards to conserve heat loss, but we have to
negotiate this as the church is a Grade 1 listed building. 
Our ever popular monthly coffee mornings and concerts helps to raise
much needed funds.
We are busy as a Benefice, which consists of Chard, Wambrook,
Whitestaunton and Combe to write a Parish Profile, so any person
interested in applying for the job of Rector can get a feel of the area and
our four different churches. This is quite a long process; the interviews
will take place in March 2024.



February/March ‘24 
Cloverleaf Magazine

Items should be emailed to  
csncloverleaf@gmail.com  
or delivered to 
The Village Shop, Combe 
no later than 12 noon on
Monday 15th January.

Please note: Long articles may
have to be edited and
inclusion can not always be
guaranteed.

Distributors: Feb/Mar
Cloverleaf will be in Combe
Church ready for collection
after 2.30pm on Friday 26th
January.

Advertisers: Please email
csncloverleaf@gmail.com 
for rates and availability and
any changes to your existing
advertisement.
 

  
DISCLAIMER: THE EDITORS ARE NOT
ENDORSING OR RECOMMENDING
ANY SERVICES OR PRODUCTS
ADVERTISED IN THIS PUBLICATION 



How quickly we move from one moment in time to another, from one thing to
another, one activity to another, it seems like only five minutes ago that we
were bathing in the glorious sunshine of summer. Last week my cherry tree
was full of leaves, then suddenly almost overnight they are gone!
We have had the first frost, gone through All Hallows Eve, All Saints,
Remembrance, and are now tumbling into the manic preparation for Christmas
thrust at us in the shops and on the TV.
Do we have time to stop and stay in a moment of time, to dwell in it, savour it,
discover more of it?
Our society makes it quite hard as the culture we are part of wants us to always
be moving forward, onto the next thing.
I went on a Pre Advent-Retreat Day recently, where there was time to just sit
and ponder, time to be creative too. We were offered the chance to bring away
some daily acts of kindness or action for Advent. A different view and focus, in
the preparing to remember the silent moment of the Christ child arriving here
on earth, God come to be amongst us.
It only takes a moment for us to action a random act of kindness, by care, or
listening, or helping another by coming alongside them. Could we all take part
in creating those acts? Remember the Butterfly Effect, who knows what we
could start? For someone it could just be a life changer, for that day, or maybe
for the rest of their life. A noting of the need of another and responding to it is
indeed a gift, of unknown quality.
In this season, oh so short, of preparation in Advent, maybe random acts of
kindness might be a reflection of the love given in the greatest gift sent to
earth.
Rev Georgina

Vicar’s Letter

Whitestaunton Church - What’s On 
All Welcome to Join Us!

17 December at 6.30pm Carol Service
Join us for Readings and Carols accompanied by The Church 
Choir, Mulled Wine and Mince Pies

Christmas Day 9.15am Holy Communion and Christingle

Sunday 14 January 2024 11am  Plough Service 
Readings, Hymns, Prayers, Plough Blessing, followed by homemade soup
and rolls



Records from our Registers

Baptisms
Arthur John Hellier
Lexi Charlotte Dodge
Isla Rose Disney
Bronwyn-Rose Parris
Fenella Olive Brown  

Combe
Combe
Wambrook
Combe
Combe
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Carpentry/JOINERY

carpet cleaning

cars
catering/cafes

sweeps

chiropody

churches
clubs  

computers

DANCE

decorating

dog care
elderly care
electricians

Duncan Pavey: 63127 / 07786 374528
Stuart Weech: 07786 061475
Chardstock Joinery 07875 067092
Ben’s Carpet Cleaning: 239837 / 07729
365846
Combe Village Cars: 07515 896095
Country Fare: 66743/07450 829169
The Potting Shed: 63088
Barleymow’s: 62130
Alexander the Grate: 613220
Taylor Sweeps: 07814 594421
Christian Grimminger: 30114
Stephen Waplington: 01308 456724
Revd Georgina Vye: 66159/07950 989916
Art Group:  61527 / 261628
Combe Community Group:  61296
Combe Football Club:  info@CSNFC
Lego & Duplo Club:  07879 698920
Yarcombe Young Farmers: 07850 605542
 Combe Wood Computers: 359752 / 07984
419755 
 E & S Computers: 259999
Combe Folk Dance Club: 65909 
World Circle Dance: 07711 702460
R Barrett: 259744 / 07759 177029
Stephen Melling: 64353
F R Veale: 68423
Lorna Dogzpal: 929193 / 07703 471911 
Eleighwater House: 67532
Nigel Hector: 64449
Hobbs: 712320
Gordon Suggett: 07752 239083
Lucy Suggett: 07885 629884 
Johnny Kay: 54583 / 07525 782678

EYE CARE
FINANCIAL
FUNERALS

FURNISHING
GARDENING etc

HANDYMAN
Holiday lets

logs
massage etc
metalwork
oven cleaning
PARISH COUNCIL
pest control
piano tuning etc

plastering
printing
RESILIENCE GROUP
shops

THATCHER
trEE CARE
TYRES
VILLAGE HALL HIRE

Robert Frith: 67771
Auxilia: 07810 068987
Bishops: 66909
Wakeleys: 67900 / 52576
Gibbs: 66100 / 929100
Red House Furnishings: 220110 
Combe Dingle Nursery: 234660
Chard Garden Centre: 63088
Wayne M Lewis: 54034 / 07968
397648
D Elwood: 07849 790519
AGM: 01297 631186
Paul Maple: 07894 032119
Morpeth: 01367 710445 
Pole Rue Cottages: 238542
Lodge House B&B: 455455
Smithy End: 63227 / 07919 075283
Loads of Logs: 239390
Kathy Arnold Therapies: 234693
BDE Fabrications: 07818 033 040
Mick at Oven Spa: 07843 998896
Anne Hunt:  61296
Smyth Pest Control: 07730 561506
William Young Pianos: 01884
906313
TGF Plastering: 07717 413239
Rapid Print: 234100
Rob Grimmond:  261234
The Village Shop: 62138
Barleymow’s: 62130
Jack Packham:  07929 864669
Ashculme Ltd: 07815 146343
Retter’s Garage: 07436 793158 
Ian Croucher: 64098

Cloverleaf Directory default dialling code:  01460 






